Summer Reading Grade 11 English 
Ms. Kelly Nichols

This summer you will be completing assignments in preparation for the upcoming school year and to expose you to a variety of literature.  I will expect that all students complete the assignment and that there is not any sharing of information between classmates.
You will need to have all work completed and ready to turn in on the first day of class. You should also be prepared for quizzes, exams, or writing assignments in conjunction with the study of this novel. 

You will be reading The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger. Copies from the school are not available over the summer, so you will need to go to a library, bookstore, or online to obtain a copy. 

There are several assignments you will be completing with the reading of the novel. Be sure to read directions thoroughly and carefully.

· Complete 20 Dialectical Journals for the novel.  A Dialectical Journal is a journal in which you reflect on a quote by commenting on how it contributes to the novel as a whole. In order to complete a dialectical journal (DJ), you should place sticky notes inside your book to mark quotes that you deem particularly relevant (If it’s your book you may write in it). Write a quick comment on the quote (symbol of wealth, weather reflective of mood, theme of atonement through self banishment, motif of red hat, etc.). Your initial comments on the sticky may not show much depth which is okay; however, when you transcribe them from the sticky to the actual journal, you should add depth to your comments so that they are indicative of insight. 
· Your journal entries should be reflections of elements such as symbols, themes, motifs, literary devices, authorial strategies, syntax, diction, etc, and HOW THESE ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE NOVEL AS A WHOLE. The idea is that you are reflecting on the meaning of the information. Your commentary should be reflective of thought and insight. Make inferences about the characters, the development of plot, etc. 
(EX.)

Quote





Your Commentary
	p.16  “The door of the jail being flung open from within, there appeared, in the first place, like a black shadow emerging into the sunshine, the grim and grisly presence of the town-beadle, with a sword by his side and his staff of office in his hand.  


	The Puritanic code of law was extremely harsh and severe in every aspect. There was absolutely no separation between church and state. The town beadle is representative of this code of law as he is described as being harsh, grisly, and shadow-like. He is described in a way that leads us to believe he too is harsh; harsh in his judgments, harsh in his demeanor, etc.   

	p.89 “But there lay the embroidered letter, glittering like a lost jewel, which some ill-fated wanderer might pick up, and thenceforth be haunted by strange phantoms of guilt, sinkings of the heart, and unaccountable misfortune.”
	We are once again reminded of the letter being a symbol of Hester’s sin and all that sin entails. The juxtaposition of the letter as both something glittering and beautiful and a manifestation of the guilt that haunts Hester parallel Hester’s conflicted emotions regarding her sin and atonement. 


Lesson 1

THE CATCHER IN THE RYE is a humorous satire of contemporary culture, society, and some of its individual members. The comic effects are achieved through the use of satiric devices-parody, burlesque, stereotyping, sarcasm, verbal situational irony-and comic devices-tall tales and slapstick. 

The Catcher in the Rye uses several forms of satire and comedy for humorous effect. Study the list of satiric and comic terms below and the definition of each term. Locate one example of each type used in the novel. Cite the page.
FORMS OF COMEDY

Term



Definitions

  
 Examples

              
Page

	Parody
	A comic imitation of known literary work


	
	

	Burlesque
	Treating a serious subject in a vulgar, slapstick manner


	
	

	Stereotype
	A composite treatment of a known type of character


	
	

	Sarcasm
	Using praise to mock


	
	

	Verbal irony
	Character says one thing but means another
	
	

	Situational Irony
	Discrepancy between the expected results and what happens


	
	

	Tall tales
	Exaggerated, false stories


	
	

	Slapstick
	Physical comedy-slips, slaps, etc.


	
	

	
	
	
	


Defining Terms

Images, Symbols, and motifs are used by writers for many reasons: to focus attention on what the writer wants a reader to notice4; to create interior patterns within the literary work; to lend continuity; to create emphasis; to create a structural unity; to add texture to the prose.

Define the following terms (as done in the chart above) and then find examples from the book as you read. 

The best way for you to complete this is to know what you need to look for and flag it with a sticky note by identifying it and writing a quick comment about it. 

Terms



Definitions

Example



Pg.

	Image

	
	
	

	Symbol

	
	
	

	Motif

	
	
	


Read the following list of images, symbols, and motifs. In the first column, state a possible meaning for each one. In the next column, identify which seem to be images, which seem to be symbols, and which seem to be motifs. Some may be used in more than one way.





Possible Meanings


Image, symbol, motif

	Holden’s red hat


	
	

	Pency Prep


	
	

	Central Park


	
	

	Museums


	
	

	Movies


	
	

	Unmade phone calls


	
	

	Allie’s ball glove


	
	

	Erasing profanity


	
	


	The ducks in the park


	
	

	“Little Shirley Beans” record


	
	

	Mummies


	
	

	The carrousel0


	
	


